Smashing! 
Funday winner 
Christine meets 


top tennis hero 
Greg Rusedski 


MUMAWS RADIAL 
KEPUBLICANS WHO REFUSED TO 


SUPPORT THEIR PARTY 6 

CANDIDATE JAMES © BLAINE IN 

THE /BB4 ELECTION AGAINST 
GROVER CLEVELAND 


WHAT'S MORE, WHEN І WAS 
AT THE MONSTERS FEET-- I’M 
SURE І SAW A PIPER 


Rockin’ pop 

| Buzz goes crazy 
over the hot new 
band on the block, 


Вит WHO COULD THE MUGWUMP BE? 
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ARE RIGHT, WE CAN'T AFFORD ТО ТАКЕ 
\ ANY CHANCES THAT MIGHT HARM 
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Mel and Lisa 
Melanie C talks to 
Funday about her 

] stunning new single 
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SCOOBY-DOO AND ALL RELATED CHARACTERS AND ELEMENTS ARE TRADEMARKS OF HANNA-BARBERA. © 2000 


Dear f-mail, 
I've just read Jane Eyre by Charlotte 
Brontë. It's a really exciting book with 
a really good story line, and a twist at is 
the end. When my mate suggested it 
I thought it would be really boring and old 
fashioned but it's made me realise that you really 
shouldn't judge a book by its cover! Some of my 
friends think it's sad to read classic novels and 
think that they're just for school. I'd like to say 
to other Funday readers that it's worth trying to 
read these books, because, although they're 
hard to get into, they can be excellent once 
you've read them. 
Maddy Hardberry, via e-mail 
I hope you enjoy our World Book Day feature 
on page six, Maddy — Ed. 
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Scooby-Doo returns next week in Three Shears For Shaggy – only in The Funday Times 
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end answers to all competitions to us at: The Funday Times, PO Box 5073, Leighton Buzzard LU7 7GX. Competition deadline: March 15 
You can e-mail your competition answers to: funday.competitionsesunday-times. co.uk 
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stars of WCW are ready to 
rumble! You can watch them _ 
any time you like with two new 2 


videos from Warner Home Video. - Es 


A 


Our winner gets 
widescreen TV and video 
E _ gets an electronic 
wrestling ring, 
complete with 
figures, courtesy of 
Vivid Imaginations, 
and a soundtrack 
anthems CD. 


Plus, five runners- 
up get a copy of 
both the videos. 


$ Mark your answer 

WRESTLE and send 

it, with your name 

and address, to the 
competition address above. 
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Renferd Rejects 


у 
Rugrats 


To enter this 
week, tell us 
Vinnie's nickname 
in Renford Rejects 
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NICKELODEON 


Normal TNL competition rules apply to all Funday Times competitions 


Dear f-mail, 
| thought the 


ТОБОЙ КУГ felis! A, wat First snake: Are we supposed to be poisonous? 


Starlight Express 

(issue 545) was ; ; < 
really great. , ү. К. r1 
I went to / 77! Z M 
London last 4X1 //2/4 k | 
summer with my 

family and we Га” ] 
wenttoseethe *% <= 
show. We thought it was absolutely amazing. The costumes and 
make-up were fabulous, and the way the show was set out and 
performed was stunning. | was really pleased when | read the 
article and found all of it really interesting, as | didn't know 
how much time, effort and preparation went into the show! 
Keep up the good work! 

Andrew Blucher, 14, Chester 
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Second snake. Why? 


Dear f-mail, 

| read The Funday Times 
news (issue 545) and | saw 
the piece on "Pied Piper II’. 

| was interested because at 
my school we are studying 
the Pied Piper of Hamlyn at 
the moment. | wrote a story 


based on the legend. In the 
“story | had a character like — 
the Pied Piper who helps 
“someone with their 


homework and they 


promise to pay him a sum of 


money, but they break the 
promise and the Pied Piper 
character seeks revenge! 

Oliver Hawtree, via e-mail 
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HERE'S ODORIFERUS, X HOW DID YOU | SORT OF LIKE, HEARD 
THE LEGIONARY | THE PREFECT MENTION IT HA HE DID' HE SORT 
MENTIONED, O 
BRUTUS' 


RA 
WAN 

SWUNG 
ME AROUND OVER HIS 


NEARLY BROUGHT MW | 
YOU THE BABY Мо? HEAD: O GENERAL 
BACK’ @ a 
ENA | (Ex 


problems? 
with me at the 


low! 


J 
WELL, IF THIS BABY LIKES 
PLAYING WITH RATTLES, YOU CAN 
TAKE HIM SOME,ODORIFERUS' 
e IE yaks aise: 


BUT HE'S NOT 
QUITE KAPUT 
AND HE MAY 

YET BE USEFUL, 


IF YOU AGREE, AND SUCCEED, 
YOU'LL GET TO BE OPTIO' 


AND IF I, LIKE, SAY NO, 
Y'KNOW? 


GALILS ' THEN YOU CAN EASILY en 

SNATCH THE BABY AND BRING у 120 
IM BACK TOUS ' d FS 
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Pets can now travel abroad 
thanks to the Passports for Pets 
scheme that began last week. 
To travel, your cat or dog must 
be fitted with an identity 
microchip, and vaccinated 
against rabies. Passports will be 
issued after a special blood test 
by an authorised laboratory. The 
pilot scheme is only running on 
European 
ferries at 
the 
moment 
For further 
information, 
visit the 
website at www.maff.gov.uk or 
call the helpline: 0870 241 1710. 


THEN YOU'LL , LIKE; GET TO BE ы | 
DINNER. FOR. THE LIONS IN THE "m DISGUISE IS 
CIRCUS: Y KNOW.’ — > zF ^ В PERFECT IT'S 
ү y EVEN TAKEN 


THE 
SENTRY' 
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EDLARS OR CIRCULARS 
а КЕТ S VILLAGE' 


£ CATER STILL, JUST 
AND TO THINK 1, TRUSA, 
LIKE; JOINED UP BEcAUse  [: OUTSIDE ASTERIX'S 

OF THE SMART PPS oe 
UNIFORM ' 


lave a question for me or you 


We ) send in a cool fact, write to 
The Funday Times, Dagsy Dog, 
PO Box 495, London E1 9XW 


The Blue Cross, one of Britain's 
largest animal welfare charities, has 
three animal hospitals, two 
veterinary clinics, 11 adoption 


Last year the charity found homes for more 
than 8,000 animals and treated more than 
60,000 pets at its hospitals. 


ч Continued 
= next week! 


Jarvis, clean the yes,str | 
ïs blackboard ИИ Not with Tony's 
| || blazer ! 
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Then get in touch 


centres and two equine centres nationally. 


ILLUSTRATIONS: PAUL CEMMICK 


THE FUNDAY TIMES 


Here's a taste of what 
the new generation of 
mobile phones will 
look like - and they'll 
. be here soon! 
Known as the 3G, 
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WHAT A MUG SHoTS! 


Boot looter 


A bungling bank robber was caught 
red-handed after locking himself in 
the boot of his getaway car. Lucas 
Winters of Oregon, USA, lost his 
balance while rushing to escape and 
fell into the boot, along with his loot! 
His fate was sealed. when the lid 
slammed shut behind him. A police 
officer who heard his muffled cries for 
help arrested him on the spot after 
finding the stolen money, a gun and a 
disguise! "Some people should stick to 
staying at home and watching TV," 
advised the officer. "Robbery is no 
business for this man to be in." 
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Flying saucers, a submarine and a car 
that wouldn't look out of place in a 
sci-fi film are among the strange 
creations at a new sculpture 
exhibition. These wacky wonder 
machines are the brainchild of Belgian 
artist Panamarenko and you can see 


«| them at London's Hayward Gallery 


Among the fantasy sculptures, which 


| all have a transport theme, are a 


miniature jet, a giant airship and a 
Jet-powered backpack 

"His creations are truly out of this 
world," says Alison Wright of the 
Hayward Gallery "You can imagine 


what it would be like putting on a flying 


rucksack to go school or taking off for an inter-stellar 
space flight in your break time " | 


The wackiest news in th 


. Entry is free if you're under 12, and 


the exhibition runs until April 2 


What is World Book Day? 


World Book Day is a global bonanza of 
book reading! There are hundreds of 
book-related events happening all over 
the UK, from treasure hunts and 
readathons to exhibitions and signings, 
plus there are online events as well. 
And this year, more than 13 million 
Book Tokens will be distributed to 
schools, that's enough for every child 
in the UK and Ireland! Plus, the results 
of the biggest-ever poll to find the 
country's favourite children's author z 
will be announced. { — =. = ipo m 
The Children's Book of Books has been specially published 1 Ja fe qveline Wi Ison 
to celebrate the event. It costs £1 and contains stories by nine top A e а» 
children's authors, including Helen Dunmore and Michael Rosen. ~ Mian. ~~ 
Тһе World Book Day tradition began in Catalonia, in Spain, on St | Ш 
George's Day - а day on which friends and family 
traditionally exchange books and roses. St George 
Was the patron saint of Catalonia. This year 
World Book Day is earlier than usual, 
to avoid the Easter holidays. 
. For more information, click on the website 
- www.Worldbookday.com 


CIRQUE DU FREAK 
Darren Shan 


X oco o x 


This is the first book in the 
Darren Shan saga, and what 


a beginning it is! Darren visits 
a mysterious freak show that 
leads him on a spiralling 
journey into a dark world of 
vampires. The finale is a nerve- 
shredding race against time in 
which Darren must question 
his loyalty to friends and family 
– and just how much he is 
prepared to sacrifice for them! 


A book that leaves you longing 


for a second bite. 
See our exclusive interview 
with Darren Shan on page 11! 
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AGENT 2 AND THE 
PENGUIN FROM MARS 
Mark Haddon 

ЖЖЖ ЖЖ 


Ben, Barney апа Jenks аге mates 


that live secret double lives. 4442 2 
Together, they аге Agent 2 - a team di 
dedicated to playing the most К=з 


Rio Tox Fretrastic Storrs 
outrageous practical jokes ever! Yet, 
when moronic wazzock Dennis Sidebottom moves in next door, he 
threatens to end their crazy antics. Agent Z has more twists and 
turns than a Swiss mountain road and will make you laugh a lot! 
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It's World Book Day on Friday and Funday gives you a cjuide to the current cool reads to be seen with! 


KILLER 
MUSHROOMS 
ATE MY GRAN 
Susan Gates 


ЖЖЖЖ 


Prepare to be afraid, every time 
you visit your grocer! Maggot's 
gran is upset after her groom-to- 
be Jack Dash disappears. Spurred 
on to solve the mystery, Maggot 
ventures to Jack's mushroom 
farm and makes a terrifying 
discovery. Deadly blood-red 
mushrooms with the power to 
take over your brain! Lots of goo 
and fun make Susan Gates' book 
a real mush-read! 


TWO MOONS 
Martha Brooks 


ЖЖЖЖ Ж 


During the summer of 
1959, Sidonie should be 
having a ball, but she's 
not. She's coming to 
terms with the loss of her 
mother - who died nearly 
a year ago on her 
birthday. While 
swimming, she meets 
Kieran and his friendship 
is just what Sidonie 
needs. This wonderful 
story stretches out like a 
long hot summer - and 
just like the school 
holidays, you don't want 
it to come to an end. 
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Hlusteated by 
MICHAEL FOREMAN 
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HERE COMES DAD NOW. HOW AM I GOING TO 
GET HIM IN A GOOD MOOD? 


HO! HO! THAT'SA 
GOOD JOKE, JOE. 
MUST TELL THE 

FAMILY WHEN I GET 


BERYL THE PERIL 
APPEARS EVERY WEEK IN The & 


HELLO, FOLKS. I JUST 
HEARD A JOKE. THIS 


en 
V 
W 


|27 THIS MAN WENT INTO A 
GROCER'S SHOP AND ASKED 
FORA JAR OF ШАМ... 


J МОМ Г. BE ABLE TO TELL 
YOU THE END OF THE JOKE IN 
PEACE. M 
Á 


A 


JUST A MINUTE, MUM. 1 
I HAVE TO GET SOME- „ 
LTHING. #2 
|! 1 f My 7 
NN 


|. 2 THE GROCER ASKED, 9-5 ° AND THE CUSTOMER REPLIED, **OH, NO! 
** RASPBERRY OR STRAWBERRY, SIR?** SHE'S BROKEN ANOTHER WINDOW!"*.... 777 
dud E 


AND THE CUSTOMER REPLIED... reum 
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Join Beryl next week for another smashing adventure! 


VOICES Dario G¢ 00000 
Even if you're too young to see The Beach, 
|. you can still enjoy the soundtrack album - 
and don't scoff, it's one of the best things 
about the film anyway Of course, All Saints 
grabbed all the attention with Pure Shores, 
their number one hit from the album, but this | 
second release by Dario G is just as good 
| Perhaps it's not quite the right time of year 
@ for such sun-drenched sounds, but this dreamy track actually makes 
— agreat winter warmer Unlike Dario G's previous up-tempo singles, 
Voices has a laid-back vibe and —— vocals 


BAG IT UP Geri eases 


When Geri said her album, Schizophonic, was 
going to be like a compilation by various Ч 
artists, she wasn't joking As you'll have noticed - 
by now, each single she has released from it — 
has been completely different - and Bag It Up 
; continues the trend This time, Geri's having a 
To enter, tell us the name of Shania's current chart-topping album. disco party, with all her mates So it's time for 
sf some terrifying party outfits, flashing lights 
and lots of energetic dancing Even if you're in 
a bad mood, Bag It Up will cheer you up It's 
even more qe than Lift Me id 


— — — — wu — Чыч 


Dance music label Positiva 
always releases some of the ; IT MUST BE LOVE Mero 00000 
coolest singles around. Right = 3 Hooray! We've been talking about them for 
| ages, and finally Mero's great debut single, 
It Must Be Love, is about to be released 
: The lads have had a long wait, but it will all 
Vengaboys Shalala ala and i EE do son once puse n моу 
Wisdome's Off The Wall... апа IN ш. their hands on this classic track. Derek and omm = 
a fab competition in Funday! We've got five Positiva prize packs up i 8B 3 ! Tommy are both big Motown fans and, on this single, you can tell 
grabs. Each contains a copy of the Vengaboys and Wisdome CD 8E They've combined some old fashioned beats with a new song to 
sing les, plus one contains a wendy ошап rain In jacet ро! — MÀ create a classic single that has a warmly-familiar feel, even when 
Го enter, just name another hit singl h ngaboys. ; you listen to it for the first time It Must Be Love – and it must also - 
Магк your entry POSITIVA. be time for Mero to have the top 10 hit they deserve 
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Esker. ae ee conan ы 
might be embarrassed by. 
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ied | 1ve already 
ordered Some EGGS 


Un fortunately 


SHOPPING on Th A the DELIVERY 
OPPING onthe ie : 
INTERNET is great ^ I hear they're aves AGE 
I can order anything WM, DELICIOUS ^ 

from anywhere ! 


GREAT- FoR ONCE 

| HAVEN'T GOT A 
HUGE MONSTER SITING 
IN FRONT OF ME AND 
BLOCKING MY VIEW 4 
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R N NOT WITH MY HOT WALTER BOTTLE ! 
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Melanie C's got a gem of a new single out this month, Never Be The Same Again - a collaboration with 
TLC's Lisa 'Left Eye' Lopez. Dave Coombs chats to the Spice Girl over a nice cup of tea! 


PICTURES. BLAKE LITTLE 


Hi Melanie, what are you up to today? 

I'm at home in my kitchen. I've been at the gym this morning 
and this afternoon I'm going to take it easy. I've got some 
phone calls to make, but I'm going to have a quiet evening in 
How is the new Spice Girls album going? 

It's progressing very well at the moment. We're all working 
hard on it. 

You've said you'd like to work with Madonna. 

Wouldn't that be quite scary? 

| would say yes, but on meeting her and talking to 

her a few times, | think it would actually be great. 

| know she's got a reputation for being a hard lady 

and a bit of a slave driver, but she's lovely when you 

talk to her. 

Is it true you ignored Madonna once? 

It was worse than that - | put my hand on her 

knee to lean over her and talk to someone else! 

When | noticed it was her and apologised she 

laughed and said something like: "It's okay, | know 

I'm easily mistaken." 

What do you think of Madonna's American Pie? 

It's not one of my favourites, and it's not a Madonna classic, 
but you've got to take in the context of her new film. 

Was making Northern Star different from making a Spice 
Girls album? 

It was so different. From day one | met new writers and 
producers. There were so many different things | wanted to 
express, but | tried not to put too much pressure on myself. 
| just went in there and did it! 


Weren't you a bit more bossy than usual? 
I'm not normally a bossy person. With the Spice Girls 
| suppose | can quite bossy, especially since the ginger one 
left. But someone has to keep them in line! 
Do you miss having long hair? 
Yes! I'm growing it at the moment. It's not very long yet, but 
| think it will be in a bob by the summer. 
Why don't you cheat and have extensions put in? 
No ... I've seen Geri's hair! The thing is, extensions 
look great in pictures, but they're not very nice 
in real life. 
What does vour hair look like first thing in 
the morning? 
Oh my god, when I wake up it's dreadful. It's all 
spiky, a real mess. 
Where do you stand on the Christina versus 
Britney debate? 
Oh, I think it's six of one and half a dozen of the 
other. Christina is a complete diva, and very 
talented vocally, but Britney is more wholesome. 
What can you cook? 
Last night | made a tofu stir fry. That's probably my best dish. 
What's the most embarrassing record you own? 
The only one I've got that's quite embarrassing is a Kylie 
album, the one with Step Back In Time on it. But I liked it 
when | got it. | also like the Backstreet Boys, but that's not 
embarrassing because they're quite wicked! 


Look out for more from Mel C in Funday soon! 


All the top writers talk to The Funday Times! aT» 
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JENSON BUTTON 


The new Formula One season gets under way next weekend, with the 
likes of Michael Schumacher, Mika Hakkinen and David Coulthard hoping 
to lift the world title. New British star Jenson Button doesn't expect to 
end up as champion this year, but heis certainly hoping to make a mark 
as the sport's youngest driver! He might not have the experience of 
some rivals, but Jenson has the skill and confidence to be a F1 star! 


Tiger is tamed 

In his best golfing performance ever, Britain's Darren 
Clarke beat Tiger Woods to take the Andersen 
Consulting World Match Play crown in California — 
winning £620,000 in the process. After a long and tiring 
round of five qualifying matches, super-fit Tiger was 
expected to win the title but found Darren in amazing 
form. "Darren simply outplayed me,” Tiger admitted. 
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The cool new Tampa trainers from Patrick are 
the latest in funky footwear They not only look 
great, they feel great too! 

Equally at home on the track or the street, Patrick's new 
range of shoes and clothes are available now at JJB Sports 
Our winner gets a pair of Patrick Tampa 

trainers, plus a cool sweat-shirt 

and jogging bottoms 

Plus, 10 runners-up get a sweat-shirt 
and jogging bottoms 


To enter, tell us 
" the date of 
X St Patrick's Day. 
Mark your entry JJB 
and send it, with your 
name, shoe size and 

address, to the 

competition address on page 3 


'WHesE IPEA WAS IT 
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Funday Times sport is always in pole position! 
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